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Abstract 
 

        The Iraqi Kurdistan constitution project approved by Kurdistan Parliament on 24 June 
2009 has not been surveyed among people to vote for or against it thus far. The constitution 
grants the President of Kurdistan Region several extensive executive, legislative, judicial and 
military powers in return the President does not shoulder any responsibility. 
 
        Due to the above mentioned fact, people have different views and interpretations on the 
authoritative system of Kurdistan Region. Some define it as a presidential system but in the 
eyes of others it is a parliamentary system as it is written in article (1) of the project. The 
research scrutinizes the powers of the President in the different systems and Iraqi Kurdistan. It 
makes a comparison between them. This is an important step which can be taken into 
consideration. In accordance with the article (2) of item (19), the Kurdistan Parliament can 
amend the project in 2013. 

 
        The researcher reaches to some conclusions, most importantly including the following: 
1-The electoral system of the President of Kurdistan Region is not compatible with 
parliamentary system.   
   This system separates it from parliamentary system and it makes it presidential system or 
the mixture of the two systems. 
2-The President of Kurdistan Region exercises the executive power directly. Meanwhile, the 
President can use his power only via a ministry or via writing his signature next to the name 
of the ministers in parliamentary system. 
3-The President is the General Commander of military forces. Meanwhile this power can only 
be exercised by the President of Government in parliamentary system. 
4-The President of Kurdistan Region has a vital role in electing the members of constitutional 
court. This is the reverse of the principles of separating powers. 

 
         On the basis of the conclusion drawn above, the following recommendations are made: 
1-The electoral system of the President of Kurdistan Region should be altered. The President 
should be elected by a committee formed from the parliamentary members and Kurdistan 
Provincial Council members or by an elected committee. 
2-The executive power of the President of Kurdistan Region should be transferred to the 
President of Government. 
3-The President of Kurdistan Region should not have role in electing the members of 
constitutional court and he should protect the independence of judicial power. 
4-The President of Government needs to be the General Commander of military forces. The 
president of Kurdistan Region can take this role only in protocols. 
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